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As the quote in the cover of the book declares, “The Ambani story is central to an
understanding of the India of today.” The book Ambani & Sons by Hamish McDonald is a good
introduction to the story of Ambanis. The author declares, “Dhirubhai Ambani embodied all of the
revolutionary capitalism.” The author also declares, Ambani “had earned reputation as a maker
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and breaker of governments, and of political and bureaucratic careers”. The political and corporate
activity of the Dhirubhai Amban’s business success is highlighted in the introduction part of the
book. People, politicians, and business corporation took either “Adulation or Distrust” to judge the
career of Dhirubhai as a businessman. Hatred marked the behaviour of many towards the Ambanis.
But the dynamic entrepreneurship of Ambanis moved forward and met with great success. The
story narrated here is a great tribute to the Ambanis, even though hatred towards their success may
still be around. Their contribution to the development of Indian business is extraordinary and
noteworthy and will continue to be a shining example of the need for bold and imaginative
entrepreneurship.

This interesting book has 23 chapters, written using descriptive language with author’s
insightful observation relating to the impact of Ambanis on Indian business enterprise and
entrepreneurship. The family feud is also described towards the end of the book. We all feel sorry
that the Ambani family had to face a feud as described in this book.

Readers need to take a neutral stand when it comes to family feud of any business family.
Often among business owners, whether owners of small shops or stores in our bazars or the street
vendors, family feud is quite common in India. In small towns, such feuds could develop for
various reasons including the quarrel or misunderstanding between the closely related members,
both men and women, of the family.

The chapter headings help us to get some glimpse into the contents of the chapters. These
are the titles of the chapters:

. Protean capitalist

. A persuasive young bania
. Lessons from the souk

. Catching live serpents

. A first-class fountain

. Guru of the equity cult

. Friends in the right places

. The great polyester war
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. The paper tiger

10. Sleuths

11. Letting loose a scorpion
12. Business as usual

13. Murder medley

14. A political deluge
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15. Under the reforms

16. Housekeeping secrets

17. Dhirubhai’s dreams

18. The polyester princes

19. The corporate Kurushetra
20. Mother India

21. The Ambanis apart

22. Goodbye, Gandhi

23. Epilogue

This book is a must-read book for our students, research scholars and business executives.
Hopefully, our college/university libraries already have copies of this book. Business and politics
seem to be intertwined all over India. At the same time dynamic leadership of business
corporations bring in economic prosperity. The story of Ambanis reveals the intricacy of Indian
business.
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